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exceptionally high achievement, stability of character, and
personality balance.
Education of the Gifted. — \\Tiether the education of
children takes place in special classes or in a more hetero-
geneous group, the teacher must recognize the special apti-
tudes, interests, and previous accomplishment of each pupil.
In special classes the needs of the gifted group can be met
more easily than in large, heterogeneous classes. "Few cities
which have established special classes for gifted children
have later abandoned them." The special class is one means
of stimulating gifted children to do their best. Grouped
with children equal to them in intelligence and under the
leadership of an alert, gifted teacher, bright children make
progress commensurate with their ability. One parent of
a child placed in a special class for gifted children wrote: l*
"Tom has never put an effort into any of his work until this
year, of his own accord. His improved record is incidentally
affecting the whole attitude of the boy. -The class has elimi-
nated a superiority complex. He is no longer the only one
who gets 100." Gifted children should have a large measure
of individual freedom to plan their own education, work on
the more elaborate projects, engage in work more or less
akin to research, and be excused from all unnecessary drill.
In the classroom and at home a wide variety of books should
be available to them, trips to museums and excursions should
be part of their curriculum, and working out problems on
their owTn initiative should be encouraged.
Habits of working below capacity, of daydreaming for
want of something more interesting to do, and of "getting
by" on superficial quickness and clever guesses should be
nipped in the bud. Gifted children should be encouraged
to set goals and immediate objectives for themselves com-
mensurate with their ability and to work toward them.
They should be keenly aware of the obligation to society
that their special gifts entail.
is Lewis M. Terman and Barbara S. Burks, "The Gifted Child," in Murchi-
son's A Handbook of Child Psychology (second edition, revised), p. 790.
Worcester, Massachusetts: Clark University Press, 1933. *

